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Pref ace

The Lord Je sus Christ taught his dis ci ples to pray, “Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven.” Con se quently, the prem ise be -

hind the ser vices of the Or tho dox Church is that wor ship on earth
should, as much as pos si ble, re flect the wor ship that is in heaven. Such
heav enly wor ship is de picted for us in de tail in the New Tes ta ment
book of Rev e la tion. Here the holy Apos tle John is caught up to the
very throne room of heaven and sees first hand the wor ship of fered by
the heav enly host. The Or tho dox Church has, through out her his tory,
con sciously tried to em u late this ce les tial pat tern. As a re sult, Or tho -
dox wor ship uses:ß Li tur gi cal prayers (Rev e la tion 4:8, 11; 5:9–10, 12, 13; 7:12;

11:17–18; 15:3–4; 16:5) giv ing God’s peo ple the means by which
they might lift their voices in uni son to the Cre ator;ß Can dles or “lampstands” (Rev e la tion 1:12, 20; 2:1; 4:5)
sym bol iz ing the full ness of God’s pres ence and the light of His
truth;ß Vest ments (Rev e la tion 1:13; 4:4) sym bol iz ing re gen er a tion and the
putt ing off of the old man and the putt ing on of the new man through
holy bap tism (see Romans 6:4–6);ß Clergy (Rev e la tion 4:4) sym bol iz ing the pres ence of God’s
King dom and His gov ern ment among us;ß Phys i cal ex pres sions (Rev e la tion 4:10) of prayer—kneel ing,
bow ing, and mak ing the sign of the cross—sym bol iz ing our
hu mil ity and rev er ence; andß In cense (Rev e la tion 5:8; 8:3, 4) sym bol iz ing the prayers of God’s
peo ple and the pres ence and bless ing of Christ Him self (see Isa iah
6:4).

Through all these means, the wor ship of the Church has as its fo cus
“the Lord God Al mighty” (Rev e la tion 3:8).

Holy Mat ri mony is a spe cial kind of wor ship in the Or tho dox
Church—a sac ra ment. In it God uniquely man i fests His pres ence as a
man and a woman sol emnly vow be fore Him, the priest, and the con -
gre ga tion to be true to each other for life. Christ’s bless ing is com mu -
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ni cated to the cou ple through His Body, the Church. God’s grace is 
im parted to them to live to gether in His love, mu tu ally ful fill ing and 
per fect ing each other, and bring ing glory to His name.

The mar riage cer e mony it self is steeped in rit ual and sym bol ism. 
Each of the acts is drawn from the Bi ble or the an cient Church and has 
spe cial mean ing and sig nif i cance. Where ap pro pri ate, the mean ing of 
these sym bols is ex plained in the foot notes which ac com pany the text.

As we en ter into the ser vice of Holy Mat ri mony, we in vite you to 
en ter into this spe cial time of wor ship and praise. Let us all be seech 
the Lord our God to bless His ser vants, Landon Michael and Jane 
Veronica, as they em bark upon their lives to gether.
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Pro ces sional 
1

It is truly meet and right to call thee Blessed,
Lady Theotokos,2 ever greatly blessed
and most per fect in in no cence,
and the mother of our God.

Lady more pre cious than the cher u bim,
and more glo ri ous be yond all mea sure

than the ser a phim;
that with out cor rup tion gavest birth

to God the Word.
For thou art truly Theotokos. 
We mag nify thee!

1. It is cus tom ary for the peo ple to stand when the bride en ters the nave.
2. The word Theotokos is from the Greek lan guage and means “Mother of God.” It

was adopted as aproper ti tle for the Vir gin Mary by the Third Ec u men i cal Coun cil
in Ephesus (A.D. 431).



The Be trothal

The Be trothal

The per sons to be mar ried come to stand be fore the Analogion, the man on the
right hand and the woman on the left and the priest asks the fol low ing ques -
tions:

The peo ple sit.Priest Have you, Michael, a good, free, and unconstrained will 
and a firm intention to take unto yourself as wife this 
woman, Veronica, whom you see here be fore you?Groom I have.Priest

Bride
Have you, Veronica, a good, free, and unconstrained 
will and a firm in ten tion to take unto your self as hus band 
this man, Michael, whom you see here be fore you?

I have.

The priest takes up one of the can dles which have been placed on the
Analogion, lights it and gives it to the Bride groom, mak ing be fore him the
sign of the Cross as he does so. He then does the same for the Bride and be -
gins:3

Deacon: Bless Mas ter.Priest Blessed is our God al ways: now and ever and unto the ages
of ages.Choir Amen.Deacon In peace let us pray to the Lord.

1

3. The bride groom and bride are given can dles which they hold through out the ser -
vice. The can dles are like the lamps of the five wise maid ens of the Bi ble, who, be -
cause they had enough oil in them, were able to re ceive the Bride groom, Christ,
when He came in the dark ness of the night. The can dles sym bol ize the ex pec ta tion
of the cou ple that Christ Him self will come to bless their mar riage.



Choir Lord, have mercy.4 Deacon For the peace from above, and for the sal va tion of our
souls, let us pray to the Lord.Choir Lord, have mercy.Deacon For the peace of the whole world; for the good es tate of the
holy churches of God, and for the un ion of all men, let us
pray to the Lord.Choir Lord, have mercy.Deacon For this holy House, and for those who with faith, rev er -
ence, and fear of God en ter therein, let us pray to the Lord.Choir Lord, have mercy.Deacon For our father Metropolitan Saba, for the venerable 
priesthood, the diaconate in Christ, for all the clergy and 
the peo ple, let us pray to the Lord.

Choir Lord, have mercy.Deacon For the servant of God, Michael, and for the handmaid of 
God, Veronica, who now promise each other their 
faithfulness, and for their salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord.Choir Lord, have mercy.Deacon That He will send down upon them per fect and peace ful
love, and His help, let us pray to the Lord.Choir Lord, have mercy.Deacon That He will pre serve them in one ness of mind, and in
stead fast ness of faith, let us pray to the Lord.Choir Lord, have mercy.
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4. This is one of the short est and most pro found prayers in all of Scrip ture. It is fre -
quently found in the first three Gos pels and in the Psalms.



Deacon That He will bless them with a blame less life, let us pray to
the Lord.Choir Lord, have mercy.Deacon That the Lord our God will grant them an hon or able mar -
riage, let us pray to the Lord.Choir Lord, have mercy.Deacon For our de liv er ance from all trib u la tion, wrath, dan ger, and 
ne ces sity, let us pray to the Lord.Choir Lord, have mercy.Deacon Help us; save us; have mercy on us; and keep us, O God, by 
Thy grace.Choir Lord, have mercy.Deacon Call ing to re mem brance our all-holy, im mac u late, most
blessed and glo ri ous Lady Theotokos and ever vir gin
Mary, with all the Saints, let us com mend our selves and
each other, and all our life unto Christ our God.Choir To Thee, O Lord.Priest For unto Thee are due all glory, honor, and wor ship: to the
Fa ther, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: now and
ever, and unto ages of ages.Choir Amen.Deacon Let us pray to the LordChoir Lord, have mercy.Priest O eter nal God, Who has brought into unity those who were 
sun dered, and has or dained for them an in dis sol u ble bond 
of love; Who blessed Isaac and Rebecca, and made them 
heirs of Thy promise: Bless also these Thy ser vants, 
Michael and Veronica, guiding them unto every good 
work. For Thou art a mer ci ful God, Who loves man kind, 
and unto Thee we as cribe glory: to the Fa ther,
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and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: now and ever, and
unto ages of ages.Choir Amen.Priest Peace be to all.Choir And to thy spirit.Deacon Let us bow our heads unto the Lord.Choir To Thee, O Lord.Priest O Lord our God, Who has es poused the Church as a pure
Vir gin from among the Gen tiles: Bless this Be trothal, and
unite and pre serve these Thy ser vants in peace and one ness
of mind. For unto Thee are due all glory, honor, and wor -
ship, to the Fa ther and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
now and ever, and unto ages of ages.Choir Amen.

Then the priest takes the ring of the Bride, and blesses the Groom, mak ing
with it the sign of the Cross over him three times, touch ing the head of the
Bride with it each time, and say ing:5

Priest The servant of God, Michael, is betrothed to the 
handmaid of God, Veronica, in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The priest then places the ring on the fourth fin ger of the right hand of the
Groom. Then the priest takes the ring of the Groom, and blesses the Bride,
mak ing with it the sign of the Cross over her three times, touch ing the head of
the Groom with it each time; and say ing:
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5. The rings have been a sym bol of be trothal from the most an cient times. The ex -
change sig ni fies that in mar ried life the weak ness of one part ner will be com pen -
sated for by the strength of the other, the im per fec tions of the one by the per fec tion
of the other. By them selves, the newly be trothed are in com plete; to gether they are
made per fect. Thus the ex change of rings gives ex pres sion to the fact that the
spouses in mar riage will con stantly be com pli ment ing each other. Each will be en -
riched by the un ion.



Priest The handmaid of God, Veronica, is betrothed to the 
servant of God, Michael, in the Name of the Fa ther, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The priest places the ring on the fourth fin ger of the right hand of the Bride.
The bridal pair then ex change the rings; mean while the priest says the fol low -
ing prayer:Deacon Let us pray to the Lord.ChoirPriest

Choir

Lord, have mercy.

O Lord our God, bless the be trothal of the Thy ser vants, 
Michael and Veronica, and con firm the word which they 
have spo ken. Establish them in the holy union which is 
from Thee. For Thou, in the beginning, made them 
male and fe male, and by Thee is the woman joined unto 
the man as a help meet. Wherefore, O Lord our God, 
Who has sent forth Thy truth upon Thine in her i tance, and 
Thy cov e nant unto Thy ser vants our fa thers, even Thine 
elect, from gen er a tion to gen er a tion: Look Thou upon Thy 
ser vant, Michael, and upon Thy hand maid, Veronica, and 
establish their betrothal in faith and in oneness of mind, 
in truth, and in love. And, O Lord our God, do  Thou 
now bless this putting-on of rings with Thy heavenly 
benedic tion: and let Thine An gel go be fore them all the 
days of their life:

For Thou art He Who blesses and sanc ti fies all things, and 
unto Thee do we as cribe glory; to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Spirit; now and ever, and unto the 
ages of ages.
Amen.
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The Mar riage

The Mar riage
(The Or der of Crown ing)

The peo ple stand.
The priest shall take the cen ser and cense around the Analogion, the bridal
pair, and all pres ent, while Psalm 128 is sung:Priest Blessed are all they that fear the Lord: and walk in His

ways.Choir Glory to Thee, our God; glory to Thee.Priest You shall eat of the fruit of your la bors: O blessed are you,
and happy shall you be.Choir Glory to Thee, our God; glory to Thee.Priest Your wife shall be as a fruit ful vine upon the walls of your
house: your chil dren like a newly-planted ol ive-or chard
around your ta ble.Choir Glory to Thee, our God; glory to Thee.Priest Lo, thus shall the man be blessed that fears the Lord: The
Lord in Zion shall so bless you, that you shall see the good
things of Je ru sa lem all the days of your life.Choir Glory to Thee, our God; glory to Thee.Priest Yes, that you shall see your chil dren’s chil dren, and peace
upon Is rael.Choir Glory to Thee, our God; glory to Thee.

The priest makes the sign of the Cross above the Analogion with the cen ser
and the dea con says:Deacon Bless Mas ter.
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Priest Blessed is the King dom of the Fa ther, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit: now and ever and unto the ages of ages.Choir Amen.The peo ple sit.Deacon In peace let us pray to the Lord.Choir Lord, have mercy.Deacon For the peace from above, and for the sal va tion of our
souls, let us pray to the Lord.Choir Lord, have mercy.Deacon For our father Metropolitan Saba, for the venerable 
priesthood, the diaconate in Christ, for all the clergy and 
the peo ple, let us pray to the Lord.

Choir Lord, have mercy.Deacon For the ser vants of God, Michael and Veronica, who are 
now being united to each other in the community of 
marriage, and for their sal va tion, let us pray to the Lord.Choir Lord, have mercy.Deacon That He will bless this mar riage, as He blessed that in Cana
of Gal i lee, let us pray to the Lord.Choir Lord, have mercy.Deacon That He will make them glad with the sight of sons and
daugh ters, let us pray to the Lord.Choir Lord, have mercy.Deacon That He will grant to them and to us, all our pe ti tions which 
are unto sal va tion, let us pray to the Lord.Choir Lord, have mercy.Deacon Help us; save us; have mercy on us; and keep us, O God, by 
Thy grace.
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Choir Lord, have mercy.Deacon Call ing to re mem brance our all-holy, im mac u late, most
blessed and glo ri ous Lady Theotokos and ever-vir gin
Mary, with all the Saints, let us com mend our selves and
each other, and all our life unto Christ our God.Choir To Thee, O Lord.Priest For unto Thee are due all glory, honor, and wor ship: to the
Fa ther, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: now and
ever, and unto ages of ages.Choir Amen.

The First Prayer

of the Crown ingDeacon Let us pray to the Lord.Choir Lord, have mercy.Priest O God most pure, Au thor of all cre ation, Who through Thy
love for man kind trans formed a rib of Adam our fore fa ther
into a woman, and blessed them and said, “In crease and
mul ti ply, and have do min ion over the earth;” and de clared
the two to be one flesh, for be cause of this a man leaves his
fa ther and his mother and cleaves to his wife, and the two
be come one flesh; and what God has joined to gether let no
man put asun der; Who also blessed Thy ser vant Abra ham,
and by open ing the womb of Sa rah, made him the fa ther of
many na tions; Who gave Isaac to Rebecca, and blessed her
off spring; Who joined Ja cob and Ra chel, and from them
brought forth the twelve Pa tri archs; Who united Jo seph
and Asenath, and as the fruit of pro cre ation gave them
Ephraim and Manasseh; Who ac cepted Zach a rias and Eliz -
a beth, and de clared their off spring to be the Fore run ner;
Who from the root of Jesse, ac cord ing to the flesh caused
the Ever-Vir gin Mary to bud forth, and from her Thou Thy -
self were in car nate—born for the sal va tion of the hu man
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Choir

race; Who through Thine un speak able grace and mag ni fied 
good ness were pres ent in Cana of Gal i lee, and blessed the 
mar riage there, that Thou might show that law ful mar riage 
and pro cre ation are ac cord ing to Thy will; O most holy 
Mas ter, ac cept the prayer of Thy ser  vants; and as Thou 
were pres ent there, be pres ent also here with Thy in vis i ble 
pro tec tion.

Bless this mar riage and grant to these Thy ser vants 
Michael and Veronica, a peaceful life, length of days, 
chastity, love for one an other in the bond of peace, long-
lived offspring, gratitude from their children, and a 
crown of glory that does not fade away. Ac count them wor -
thy to see their chil dren’s chil dren. Keep their mar riage 
bed safe against ev ery hostile scheme; give them of the 
dew of heaven from on high, and of the fatness of the earth. 
Fill their houses with bountiful food and with every good 
thing so that they may give in turn to those in need, be stow -
ing also on them that are here as sem bled with us all their 
sup pli ca tions that are unto sal va tion.

For Thou art a God of mercy and of bounty and of love to -
ward man kind, and we send up glory to Thee, to gether with 
Thy eter nal Fa ther and Thy most Holy, Good, and 
Life-giv ing Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.

Amen.

The Sec ond Prayer

of the Crown ingDeacon Let us pray to the Lord.Choir Lord, have mercyPriest Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, the Priest of mys ti cal
and pure mar riage, and the Ordainer of the law of the mar -
riage of the body, the Pre server of im mor tal ity, and the
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Pro vider of good things; do Thou the same Mas ter, Who in 
the be gin ning made man and set him to be a King over Thy 
cre ation, and said: “It is not good for man to be alone on the 
earth; let Us make a help  meet for him”; and fash ioned 
Woman, which when Adam be held, he said: “This is now 
bone of my bone, and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 
Woman; for this cause shall a man leave fa ther and mother, 
and shall cleave unto his wife, and the two shall be one  
flesh; and those whom God has joined to gether, let no man 
put asun der.” Do Thou now also, O Mas ter, our Lord and 
our God, send down Thy heav enly grace upon these Thy 
ser vants, Michael and Veronica; and grant that this Thy 
hand maid may, in all things, be pleas ing unto her hus band; 
and that this Thy ser vant may love and cher ish his wife; 
that they may live ac cord ing to Thy will.

Bless them, O Lord our God, as Thou blessed Abra ham and 
Sa rah; Bless them, O Lord our God, as Thou blessed Isaac 
and Rebecca: Bless them, O Lord our God, as Thou blessed 
Joachim and Anna: Bless them, O Lord our God, as Thou 
blessed Zach a rias and Eliz  a beth: Pre serve them, O Lord 
our God, as Thou pre served Noah in the Ark: Pre serve 
them, O Lord our God, as Thou pre served the three Holy 
Chil dren from the fire; and let that glad ness come upon 
them which the blessed Hel ena had when she found the 
pre cious Cross.

Re mem ber them, O Lord our God, as Thou re mem bered 
Thy Forty Holy Mar tyrs, send ing down upon them crowns 
from heaven: Re mem ber them, O Lord our God, and the 
par ents who have nur tured them, for the prayers of par ents 
make firm the foun da tions of houses. Re mem ber, O Lord 
our God, Thy ser vants the at ten dants of the bridal pair, who 
share in this joy; re mem ber, O Lord our God, Thy ser vant 
Michael and Thy hand maid Veronica, and bless them. 
Grant them fair chil dren, and con cord of soul
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and body; ex alt them like the ce dars of Leb a non, like a lux -
u ri ant vine, that, hav ing suf fi ciency in all things they may
abound in ev ery work that is good and ac cept able unto
Thee. And let them be hold their chil dren’s chil dren around
their ta ble, like a newly-planted ol ive or chard, that, ob tain -
ing fa vor in Thy sight, they may shine like the stars of
heaven, in Thee, our Lord and God:

For unto Thee are due all glory, honor, and wor ship: to the
Fa ther, Who is from ev er last ing, and to the Son, and to Thy 
Life-giv ing Spirit: now and ever, and unto ages of ages.Choir Amen.

The Third Prayer

of the Crown ingDeacon Let us pray to the Lord.Choir Lord, have mercy.Priest

Choir

O holy God, Who cre ated man out of the dust and fash -
ioned his wife and joined her unto him as a help meet, for it 
seemed good to Thy maj esty that man should not be alone 
upon the earth: Do Thou, the same Lord, ex tend Thy hand 
from Thy holy dwell ing place, and join this Thy ser vant 
Michael, and this Thy hand maid Veronica, for by Thee is 
the hus band united unto the wife.6 Unite them in one mind 
and one flesh, and grant unto them fair children for 
education in Thy faith and fear:

For Thine is the maj esty, and Thine is the King dom, and 
the power, and the glory: of the Fa ther, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit; now and ever, and unto ages of ages.

Amen.
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The Crown ing

The priest takes up one of the wed ding crowns and makes with it the sign of
the Cross, three times, over the head of the Bride groom, and touches the head
of the Bride each time, say ing:7

Priest
Choir

The servant of God, Michael, is crowned unto the 
handmaid of God, Veronica, in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The priest places the Bride groom’s crown upon his head, then he takes up the
other crown and makes with it the sign of the Cross, three times, over the head
of the Bride and touches the head of the Bride groom with it each time, say ing:Priest
Choir

The handmaid of God, Veronica, is crowned unto the 
servant of God, Michael, in the name of the Fa ther, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The priest takes the Bride groom’s crown in his right hand, and the Bride’s
crown in his left, and ex changes them three times, say ing:Priest O Lord our God, crown them with glory and with honor.

The ProkeimenonDeacon Let us at tend!Chanter Thou hast set upon their heads crowns of pre cious stones:
They asked life of Thee, and Thou gave it to them.

The Mar riage 13

7. The of fice of crown ing is the apex of the wed ding ser vice. The crowns are signs of
glory and honor with which God crowns the bridal pair dur ing the sac ra ment. The
groom and the bride are crowned as the king and queen of their own lit tle king dom,
the home, which they rule with wis dom, jus tice, and in teg rity. The crowns in the
Or tho dox wed ding cer e mony re fer also to crowns of mar tyr dom since ev ery true
mar riage in volves im mea sur able self-sac ri fice on both sides.



Choir Thou hast set upon their heads crowns of pre cious stones:
They asked life of Thee, and Thou gave it to them.Chanter For Thou will give them Thy bless ing for ever and ever:
Thou will make them to re joice with glad ness through Thy
pres ence.Choir Thou hast set upon their heads crowns of pre cious stones:
They asked life of Thee, and Thou gave it to them.Chanter Thou hast set upon their heads crowns of pre cious stones:Choir They asked life of Thee, and Thou gave it to them.

The Epis tleDeacon Wis dom!Reader The Les son from the Epis tle of the holy Apos tle Paul to the
Ephe sians:Deacon Let us at tend!

While the Epis tle is be ing read, the priest censes around the Holy Al tar, the
sanc tu ary, and the clergy who stand there in the ac cus tomed man ner.Reader Al ways giv ing thanks for all things in the name of our Lord 

Je sus Christ to God, even the Fa ther; and be sub ject to one
an other in the fear of Christ. Wives, be sub ject to your own
hus bands, as to the Lord. For the hus band is the head of the
wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Him self
be ing the Sav ior of the body. But as the church is sub ject to
Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their hus bands in
ev ery thing. Hus bands, love your wives, just as Christ also
loved the church and gave Him self up for her; that He
might sanc tify her, hav ing cleansed her by the wash ing of
wa ter with the word, that He might pres ent to Him self the
church in all her glory, hav ing no spot or wrin kle or any
such thing; but that she should be holy and blame less. So
hus bands ought also to love their own wives as their own
bod ies. He who loves his own wife loves him self; for no
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one ever hated his own flesh, but nour ishes and cher ishes
it, just as Christ also does the church, be cause we are mem -
bers of His body. For this cause a man shall leave his fa ther
and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall
be come one flesh. This mys tery is great; but I am speak ing
with ref er ence to Christ and the church. Nev er the less let
each in di vid ual among you also love his own wife even as
him self; and let the wife see to it that she re spect her hus -
band. (Eph. 5:20–33) Priest Peace be to you who reads.Choir Al le luia, al le luia, al le luia.Chanter The words of the Lord are pure words as sil ver tried in a
fur nace.Choir Al le luia, al le luia, al le luia.Chanter Thou, O Lord, will pro tect and pre serve us from this gen er -
a tion for ever.Choir Al le luia, al le luia, al le luia.

The Gos pelThe peo ple stand.
The priest co mes be fore the Al tar, fac ing the peo ple, with the Gos pel Book
be fore him, and says aloud:Deacon Wis dom! At tend! Let us hear the Holy Gos pel.Priest Peace be to all.Choir And to thy spirit.Priest The read ing from the Holy Gos pel ac cord ing to St. John.Choir Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee.Deacon Let us at tend.Priest And on the third day there was a wed ding in Cana of Gal i -

lee, and the mother of Je sus was there; and Je sus also was
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in vited, and His dis ci ples, to the wed ding. And when the
wine gave out, the mother of Je sus said to Him, “They have 
no wine.” And Je sus said to her, “Woman, what do I have
to do with you? My hour has not yet come.” His mother
said to the ser vants, “What ever He says to you, do it.” Now
there were six stone waterpots set there for the Jew ish cus -
tom of pu ri fi ca tion, con tain ing twenty or thirty gal lons
each. Je sus said to them, “Fill the waterpots with wa ter.”
And they filled them up to the brim. And He said to them,
“Draw some out now, and take it to the head waiter.” And
they took it to him. And when the head waiter tasted the wa -
ter which had be come wine, and did not know where it
came from (but the ser vants who had drawn the wa ter
knew), the head waiter called the bride groom, and said to
him, “Ev ery man serves the good wine first, and when men
have drunk freely, then that which is poorer; you have kept
the good wine un til now.” This be gin ning of His signs Je -
sus did in Cana of Gal i lee, and man i fested His glory, and
His dis ci ples be lieved in Him. Af ter this He went down to
Capernaum, He and His mother, and His broth ers, and His
dis ci ples; and there they stayed a few days.
(John 2:1–12)Choir Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee.

The bridal cou ple ven er ate the Gos pel Book and the priest places it on the  
Analogion.The peo ple sit. 
A homily may be given by the priest, then the fol low ing lit any is prayed:

The Lit any

of Fer vent Sup pli ca tionThe peo ple stand.Deacon Let us say with all our soul and with all our mind, let us say. Choir Lord have mercy.
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Deacon O Lord Al mighty, the God of our fa thers, we pray Thee
hear ken and have mercy.Choir Lord have mercy.Deacon Have mercy upon us, O God, ac cord ing to Thy great
mercy, we pray Thee, hear ken and have mercy.Choir Lord, have mercy; Lord, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.Deacon Again we pray for mercy, life, peace, health, salvation, and 
visitation for the servants of God, Michael and 
Veronica, their parents, their attendants, and all here 
pres ent.ChoirPriest

ChoirPriest
All
Priest

Lord, have mercy; Lord, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

O Lord our God, Who in Thy sav ing prov i dence did 
vouch safe by Thy pres ence in Cana of Gal i lee to de clare 
marriage honorable: Do Thou, the same Lord, now also 
main tain in peace and con cord Thy ser vants, Michael 
and Veronica, and grant them to lead an upright and 
blameless life even unto a ripe old age, walking in Thy 
command ments with a pure heart:
For Thou art a mer ci ful God Who loves man kind, and unto 
Thee we as cribe glory: to the Fa ther, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Spirit: now and ever, and unto ages of ages.

Amen.

And ac count us wor thy, O Mas ter, that with bold ness and 
with out con dem na tion we may dare to call upon Thee, the 
heav enly God, as Fa ther, and to say:

Our Fa ther, Who art in heaven, hal lowed be Thy name; 
Thy King dom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and for give us our 
tres passes, as we for give those who tres pass against us; and 
lead us not into temp ta tion, but de liver us from evil:

For Thine is the King dom, and the power, and the glory: of 
the Fa ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: now and 
ever, and unto ages of ages.
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Choir Amen.

The

Com mon Cup

Then the priest says the fol low ing prayer of bless ing of the Com mon Cup:Priest Peace be to all.Choir And to thy spirit.Priest Let us bow our heads unto the Lord.Choir To Thee, O Lord.Deacon Let us pray to the Lord.Choir Lord, have mercy.Priest O God, Who cre ated all things by Thy might, and made fast 
the round world, and adorned the crown of all things which
Thou made: Bless now, with Thy spir i tual bless ing, this
Com mon Cup, which Thou dost give to those who are now
united in com mu nity of mar riage:

For blessed is Thy name, and glo ri fied is Thy King dom, of
the Fa ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: now and
ever, and unto ages of ages.Choir Amen.

The priest gives the newly-wed ded pair to drink of the cup,8 three times each
in turn, in to ken of their com mon life to gether.
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8. The Gos pel les son, which was read ear lier, re counts the mar riage at Cana of Gal i -
lee which was at tended and blessed by Christ and for which He re served His first
mir a cle. There He con verted the wa ter into wine and gave it to the new ly weds. In
re mem brance of this bless ing, wine is now given to the cou ple. This is the “com -
mon cup” of life de not ing the mu tual shar ing of joy and sor row, the to ken of a life
of har mony. The drink ing of wine from the com mon cup serves to im press upon
the cou ple from that mo ment on they will share ev ery thing in life, joys as well as



The

Wed ding Dance 9The peo ple sit.
The Bride groom and the Bride, fol lowed by their at ten dants, walk three times
around the Analogion. The priest pre cedes them, censing as he goes. Mean -
while, the fol low ing hymns are sung:

Choir O Isa iah, dance thy joy: for a Vir gin was with child and
hast borne a son, Em man uel, both God and man: and Ori -
ent is His name; whom mag ni fy ing we call the Vir gin
blessed.

O holy mar tyrs, who fought the good fight and have re -
ceived your crowns: en treat ye the Lord our God to have
mercy on our souls.

Glory to Thee, O Christ our God: the Apos tles’ boast, the
Mar tyrs’ joy, whose preach ing was the consub stantial
Trin ity.

Re cep tion

of the Crowns

Then the priest re moves their crowns say ing:
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sor rows, “bear ing one an other’s bur dens.” Their joys will be dou bled and their
sor rows halved be cause they will be shared.

9. In this cer e mo nial walk, the hus band and wife take their first steps as a mar ried
cou ple, and the Church, in the per son of the priest, leads them in the way they must 
walk. The way is sym bol ized by the cir cle at the cen ter of which are the Gos pel
and the cross of the Lord. This ex presses the fact that Chris tian liv ing is a per fect
or bit around the cen ter of life, which is none other than our Lord Je sus Christ. Dur -
ing the walk around the ta ble a hymn is sung to the holy mar tyrs re mind ing the
newly mar ried cou ple of the sac ri fi cial love they are to have for each other in mar -
riage—a love that seeks not its own but is will ing to sac ri fice its all for the one
loved.



Priest Be ex alted, O bride groom, like unto Abra ham; and be
blessed, like unto Isaac; and mul ti ply like unto Ja cob,
walk ing in peace, and keep ing the com mand ments of God
in righ teous ness.

And you, O bride: Be ex alted like unto Sa rah; and ex ult
like unto Rebecca; and mul ti ply like unto Rachael: and re -
joice in your hus band, ful fill ing the con di tions of the law:
for so is it well-pleas ing unto God.Deacon Let us pray to the Lord.Choir Lord, have mercy.Priest O God, our God, Who came to Cana of Gal i lee, and blessed 
there the mar riage feast: Bless, also, these Thy ser vants,
who through Thy good prov i dence are now united to gether 
in wed lock. Bless their goings out and their com ings in: re -
plen ish their life with good things: re ceive their crowns
into Thy King dom, pre serv ing them spot less, blame less,
and with out re proach, unto ages of ages. Amen.

Hold ing the bless ing cross, the priest then be stows the Nup tial Bless ing upon
the newly-mar ried pair, say ing:

Priest May the Fa ther, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the
All-Holy, Consubstantial, and Life-giv ing Trin ity, one
God head, and one King dom, bless you; and grant unto you
length of days, fair chil dren, pros per ity of life, and faith:
and fill you with abun dance of all earthly good things, and
make you wor thy to ob tain the bless ings of the prom ise:
through the prayers of the Holy Theotokos, and of all the
Saints. Amen.

The newly-mar ried pair kiss the Cross and each other, and the Priest says the
Dis missal Prayer:
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The Dis missalPriest Glory to Thee, O Christ our God and our Hope, glory to
Thee!Choir Glory to the Fa ther, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Fa ther, bless.Priest May He Who by His pres ence at the mar riage feast in Cana
of Gal i lee did de clare mar riage to be an hon or able es tate,
Christ our true God; through the prayers of His all-holy
Mother; of the holy, glo ri ous, and all-laud able Apos tles; of 
the holy, God-crowned Kings and Saints-equal-to
the-Apos tles Constantine and Hel ena: of the holy Great
Mar tyr Procopius; and of all the Saints, have mercy upon
you and save you: for as much as He is good and loves man -
kind.Choir Amen.Priest Through the prayers of our holy fa thers, Lord Je sus Christ
our God, have mercy upon us and save us.Choir Amen.
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Re ces sional

God grant you many years.
God grant you many years.
God grant you many, many, many years.

Blessed are all who fear the Lord,
who walk in His ways.

You shall eat the fruit of the la bor
of your hands.

You shall be happy and it shall be well
with you.

Your wife shall be like a fruit ful vine
within your house.

Your chil dren will be like ol ive shoots
around your ta ble.

Thus shall the man be blest
who fears the Lord.

The Lord bless you from Zion.
May you see the pros per ity

of Je ru sa lem all the days of your life.
May you see your chil dren’s chil dren!
Peace be upon Is rael.



Bridal Party

Mother of Bride Varvara Rudenko

Fa ther of Bride Ruslan Rudenko

Mother of Groom Patricia Rogge

Fa ther of Groom Louis Rogge
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Did He not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in 
their union? And what was the one God seeking? Godly 
offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of 
you be faithless to the wife of your youth.

- Mal 2:15 (ESV)

For a digital copy of this service
book scan this QR code


	Blank Page



